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PITTSBURG SHAKEN
BY GIANT EXPLOSION

Between Fiity and Seventy-Five Persons Injured,

Bm No Bodies Fourd in Ruins. |

PITTSBURG,

vxplosion occurred yesterday in the

Sept. 25 A terrific

offices of the Columbian Films Ex-

change, located in the Ferguson build

ing, between Swmithileld and Wood
streets, in the heart of the downtown
district,

From fifty to seventyfive persons

were injured, many of them seriously,
and the monetary damage is estimated

at $200.000 or more,
At first it was believed that seven
employes of the film company had

lost their lives, but a thorough search
of the ruins failed to any
dead. The employes, It now
thought, made their escape and have
not been located, owing to the great
confusion which followed the explo-
sion. A score of the injured were
taken to hospitals, A  majority of
them are burned, while the others
sustained fractures of the arms and
Jimbs.

The force of the explosion was so
great that the south wall of the Fer-
guson building on Third avenue was
blown out. The remaining walls
were badly damaged and the bullding
inspector immediately ordered them
razed. Windows for fully a square on
either side of the explosion were
broken and a number of pedestrians
making their way along Fourth ave.
nue, the “Wall street” of Pittsburg,
were cut by falling glass. The explo

disclose

is

siocn was caused by an electrie spark, |

|'l'h-~ manager of  the il company
‘\\:1.‘ absent
Practically every office in the big

building was damaged. Panie stricken

the occupants made a wild rush for
the exits, Men and women ran
screaming from pain and fright, many
of them falling down the stairways,

Others congregated about the elevator
shaft and in their frantic efforts to
the cars wrecked the iron
framework the shaft As
most finally reached the
street they fell to the ground suffer
ing from burns, cuts and bruises. The
threw  the downtown dis
trict into the greatest excitement and
special detachments NECessary
to clear the streets of pedestrians who
at the time were in imminent danger
from a second explosion

Shortly before 3 o'clock all the em-
ployes of the film company had been
located. John K. Jilletts, shipping
clerk, made a statément in which he
said the explosion occurred in the
vault. Jilletts said he went into the
vault which is three feet wide and
six meet high, to get a film When
he turned the electric light on a
spark shot from the switeh and ig
nited one of the films. He jumped
from the vault, slammed the door and
<houted to the others to run. As they
reached the corridor the explosion oc
enrred.
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Items of Interest From
Every Section of Country

Last year's deficit in United States
jostal accounts is sald to have risen
ty $20,000.000. Great Britain's profit
«n its postoffice foots up some $25.-
S D00

The Chicago & Northwestern rail-
vay, which carried 27.000 000 passen-
ers last vear, joins the Pennsylvan-
1a with a record free from fatalities
o this roll of honor the name of any
cther deserving rallroad will cheerful-
Iy be added

Two New York
committeed a woman to an insane hos-

alienists having

ital because she was “nervous, ex
citable and showed poor judgment”
¢ Judge of the supreme court has or

red her discharge, with the remark

hat “if poor judgment is a sign of in

sanity there are thousands that might
incarcerated as lusane persons.”
It is refreshing to see a judicial de
cision based on common sense

l.u

Army officers are preparing for
their annual 99-mile test ride. It was
hoped that  President Taft would
modify the stunt, but he has not done
So far as probable requirements

jof service are concerned, the test s

=0

unnecessarily
The

se*NVere

Southern raizers and distribu

tors of corn and cornmeal are mkin;:l

active issue with the statements that

faseribe the ecating of mouldy corn a
fthe cause of pellagra, the disease
which a wrought such fatal havoe in |

{eertain parts of the South, Some n!'

:llu- mos=t ontspoken eall it vellow

Hudson Palisades Saved
From Blasting By Sale

NEW YORK, Sept o5 —Fourtes
Al of unremitting «fforts 1O save

« beautiful palisades of the west
bank of the Hudson river from de
struction by blasting Wwere crowned

with success vesterday when the com
pletion of the purchase of the entire
strip of palisades from Fort Lee N
.. to Piermont, N. Y., was announced
This strip of land and precipitous
©liff, fourteen miles long, constitutes
one of the most picturesque bits of
scenery in the State, and under the
plan by which the work of redemp
tion has been accomplished it will
become the Palisades Interstate Park

I' comprices 700 acres of level land

giving opportunity for a beaut t‘.il
oulevard drive along the base of
lthe cliff and splendid opportunitie
for camping and other recreation to
|the millions of persons huaddled in

the tenements of New York and near

by elties One of the achlevements
fl‘v-ln.!llllh&‘ to«be accomplished is the
[building of this proposed drive along
[the river ledge at the base of the
irhﬂ, connecting New York by the Fort
lee ferry with the good roads of

the west bank of the Hudson
The cost of this park is about $627..

000, of which $502000 was paid by
the States of New York and New
Jersey and $125.000 by coontribution

selenes which settles this as  the
istory of the discase Judged by it
spread the doctors are aot at all sur
fabout its treatment, erven if they be
Leve they have identified the cause
The  Public  Service Cottnission
calls attention to the fact that traction
feompanies retain trackage ol wmors

New York
horse car over tin

thiu through

running

=0 miles in
a rickety
lues onee a day, merely to hold the
Citizens other

dould te indignant, but New Yorkers

fianchise ol Citios

are wsod to standing almost anything
rom sireet car

There Ho more lil-cent
tamps and instead the Postoffice De
partmnent will issae a 12 cent
The former was devised to cover th
co-t of the Ncent registry fee and the
international rate
The 15cent stamp will serve this pur
pose when the registry fee is increas
ed from X
The proposed 12-cent stamp will then

Coln e

are to be

statup
acent

postage

1o

cover the cost of the new l1ocent
registry  fee and the 2-cent postage

stamp rate in the United States and
for England and Germany.

week of
professors (o

The appointment the past
two prominent Yale
Government positions under President
Taft has caused some of the alumni
to =it up and take notice, and inei
dentally to that President
Taft is apparently going to remember
his Yale friends when the right job
it waiting for the right man. Both
of the men belong to the department
of political economy at Yale, a depart.
ment that furnished President Hadley
and Yale's famous economist, William
G. Sumner

The ploneer aviators are making
money while there are still compara
tively few of them sure of being able
to fly. Curtiss gets $500 a day. De
lagrange, Paulhan and Demanest
asked two weeks ago £200 a day for
A J0day engagement, and the man
who was seeking their services signed
the contract without hesitation. Far
man and Bleriot ask $600 for a week's
display, and both can make more
Joney by staying at home and filling
orders than by flying. Farman's price
for one of his aeroplanes is now
£5.600, .

observe

Before the first of pext year sev-
eral new colliers will have beep put
in service by the navy. The “Vultan.”
built by the Maryland Steel Company,

Sparrows Point, Md., is now com
pleting her trials before acceptance
by the Government. Her sister ship,

the “Mars,” has already been deliver-
ered and another collier on the same
plans and constructed by the same
company soon will be ready for trial.
The collier “Vestal,” bullt at the New
York Navy Yard, will placed in
commission about October 1, and her
sister ship, the “Prometheus.” built
at the Mare Island Navy Yard, will
be commissioned about January 1

be

Muckrackers who scem to be  pre
paring to assail the churches, will
find litels mwaterial” and less inspl
ration in the religious eensus recent
Iy comipleted by the Census Burean
The report brings it tatist] 1o the
close « (L | VIiow T census
oof the ate kind Laving ! 1oade
in 18%0. Puring the o “l the
population of the continenta I'mited
States inercaced G0N per cent, bt in
the Hunher 0 COmMMUNne [ or
church members there was an | reass
of G pwer cent in the nber ol
church 1 an inere of 35.3
per e tiel n the ‘ hureh
projpert L licrease of Mol prrocent
Iu 15850 the reported chureh member
ship represented 527 per cent of th
total population in 190 291 per |
cent., The proportion of ministers to
churches is larger now than in 1890
indicating that churches are mon

adequately served than they formerly
and suggests that

no means a decadent calling

were the ministry

is by

For Electric Theatre.

Miss Wagonan of Jacksonville has
arrived in the city and accepted the
position as planist at the Baird Elec-
tric Theatre. She s also a singer of
some note and will be heard in illus

f J. Piespont Morgaan.

trated songs at the popular play -house

10 ecents November 1 '

]

ADMIRAL SEMMES’
- CENTENARY HONORED

[Exercises Were Held at New Orleans,
- gomery, Anniston, Savannah and Other Cities.

Mobile, Mont-

NEW  ORLEANS, o8 ~The
1ooth anniversary of the birth of Ad

Sept.

miral Raphael Semmes, naval hero of
the Confederate States, was marked
with public ceremonies in the South.
in honoring the memory of the com-
mander of the Sumiter and Alabama,
thousands of members of Confederate
In the States
of the com-
wemotative exercises was signalized,
Maryland, Alabama and Loulsiana
took a prominent part. In the first
State Admiral Semmes was born. In
\abama, at Mobile, he spent the
arge portion of his mature life and
‘ast his fortunes with that State,
when it seceded from the Union. At
hat time he was secretary of the
lighthouse board at Washington. It
was from New Orleans that he fitted
up the “Sumter” and took her out to
do service for the Confederate States,
For a short time, too, he occupied a
*halr in the Loulsiana Military Insti
ute, The centenary exercises at
New Orleans were elaborate,

wranizations joined,
i which participation

AT

MOBILE.

MOBILE, Sept. 25 ~The celebra
tion of the centennial of the birth of
Admiral Semmes at his old home here
was on an claborate scale, participat-
od in by the Daughters of the Con-
federacy, Confederate Veterans, Sons
of Veterans and citizens. The monu-
ment here to Admiral Semmes and his

grave in the Catholic cemetery were
decorated.

MONTGOMERY.
MONTGOMERY, Sept. 28.—In this,
the home of Raphael Semmes 11 and
Raphael Semmes 111, the 100th annk
versary of the birth of the naval hero
of the South was commemorated with
marked enthusiasm, exercises being
held at 10 a. m. in the local theatre
under the auspices of half a dozen

Couf»dvnh- organizations.

—— - — s

SAVANNAM,

SAVANNAH, Sept. 28 At a cele
bration of the 100th anniversary of
the birth of Admiral Raphael Semmes
of the Confederate navy, held by a
local camp of the United Confederate
Veterans, Lieut. Edwin M. Anderson,
who was a midshipman on the famous
“Alabama” from the time she was pu'
in commission until she was sunk off
Cherbourg, France, by the “Kear
sarge,” and was Admiral Semmes'
aide, told the story of the “Alabama.”

Lieut. Anderson won his present ti
tle for gallantry in the last action of
the “Alabama.,” when he was wound
ed. His story of the famous battle
was interesting in the extreme and he
enlivened it with personal reminis
cences of the famous Confederate
naval captain. The Cruise of the
“Alabama” was the subject of Lieut.
Anderson’'s paper,

Gobb, the Dixie Demon,
Leads All the Batters

NEW YORK, Sept. 28.—Ty Cobb,
the Dixie Demon, now has the highest
hatting average of any major league
nlayer, hLis credit being .364. The
speedy Detroiter has a ten-point lead
in the records over Eddie Collins of
the Athletics, who has plaved in six
less games than his Tiger rival and
made twelve less hits. Cobb never
has had such a good season with the
stick or on the paths.

Hans Wagner, who the

leads Na

this year

' has made 159 safetien, The

{‘'n the Heydler organization Is Fred ' jgurneved from
who, how- |

| Iaecklitseh the Phillies,

!"'l' hax

of

' Zames

| There are more 300 stickers in the |
National League at present than there |

are in the American League, the sen.

tional League hitemithe, has not made | sticker John Hummel.
any such sensationzl record ag C ‘hhlh‘u records are 258 and 2589,
Hammering Hans |s \\I'-!

played In only nineteen | round trips, and Ownie Bush, who

lor organization bhaving elght such
batsmen to the younger body's six
These are the men who now are mem
bers of the Soclety of the Three Hun
dred: Cobb, Collins, Jajole, Slattery,
Crawford and Carrigan, in the Ameri
can League, and W . Jackhtsch,
Hyatt, Mitchell, Seymour, Hoblitzel,
Bransfield and Bridwell in the Na-
ticnal League. The Hilltoppers' lead.
ing batsman being Frank Laporte and
the Washington Parkers' top-notch
Their respect.

Three major league players have

'oping the sphere at a 338 clip, and | soored more than 100 runs. These
|
runnerap { aihletes are Tommy Leach, who

has
115
108
has

plate to plate
times; Ty Cobb, who has made

registered on 104 oceasions
Cobb and Wagner are the pace-set

(Continued on Page Two.)

Incoming Vessels Pass

Huge Icebergs Off Boston

BOSTON, Sept. 28 - Somewhere not
many miles east of Boston the ocean
is thickly with wreck creators

icebergs that would quickly send to
the the stanchest ship. In-
coming liners the August
flow of ice masses almost as great as
in when glacial frage
ments are looked for as part of the
difficulties encountered in crossing the
western ocvan

Within a week or two steamships

sirewn

bottom
report

early summer

arriving In Boston have reported ice
in the region of the Grand Banks of
Newfoundland. The “Numidian,™ Cap
Moar, from Glasgow, passed withia
a mile of a berg that loomed high and
was at least a mile long. The “Bo
hemian,” Capt. MeCallum, from Liver
pool, also passed near & monster lee
mass, and the sea in the vicinity was
thickly strewn with islets of ice forms
ed by the disintegration of the grest
gii:teling wall
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